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IPS approves $1B referendum for May vote 


Arika Herron 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Indianapolis Public Schools will ask 
voters for nearly $1 billion in additional 
tax dollars over the next eight years for 
teacher raises, school building improve- 
ments and special education services. 

The state’s largest school district will 
put two referenda on the ballot in the 
May 2018 primary. IPS board members 


Superintendent Lewis Ferebee’s pro- 
posal to raise $936 million in additional 
tax dollars. 

“We spend a lot time on this board 
trying to create the right conditions to 
bring transformative educational expe- 
riences to all the children and families 
we serve,” said board chair Mary Ann 
Sullivan. “We’ve laid a good foundation. 
It’s time to invest in that plan.” 

The operating referendum IPS wants 
would raise $92 million annually for 


special education and a few additional 
services. Nearly three-quarters of those 
dollars would go toward compensation, 
allowing the district to offer yearly cost- 
of-living raises. 

A capital referendum would generate 
$200 million to fund the district’s Safe 
and Equitable Schools Project, which 
calls for renovating and improving 
school facilities, making safety en- 
hancements and upgrading classroom 
technology and equipment. 


unanimously approved Thursday night 


eight years, to pay for teacher raises, 


The 


district estimates the total 


monthly tax impact to be $28.45 per 
month, or about $350 a year, for the 
owner of a $123,500 home — the median 
home value within the district. Individ- 
ual tax impacts would depend on prop- 
erty value. 

“Were approaching this with a high 
level of sensitivity, but also as a need,” 
said Ahmed Young the district’s chief of 
staff. 

Without the extra funds, IPS officials 


See SCHOOLS, Page 7A 


Given 1 day 7 years 
ago, he’s still rolling 


Former UK basketball manager Kevin Massey is to graduate Friday i in Lexington, Ky. Seven years ago, his doctors 
guessed he had 24 hours to live. But Massey has rolled past that and other crises. MARK CORNELISON/UK 


Gregg Doyel 
Columnist 
Indianapolis Star 

USA TODAY NETWORK 


Three weeks. That’s how long Ruth Mas- 
sey was giving her son as a freshman at the 
University of Kentucky. He’d get homesick, 
she figured. He’d get tired of the stress. That 
campus would be too large for Kevin and his 
wheelchair. 

Before the wheelchair, before the numb- 
ness in his calf had turned into something 
sinister, Kevin Massey had played basketball 
and run cross country at Franklin Central. He 
had a lot of interests, a lot of friends, but col- 
lege had just never seemed to make sense. 
Nobody from the Massey family had ever 
graduated college. His mom was the only 
who'd even gone, spending a year at Ivy Tech 
before joining the workforce. Kevin’s dad, 
Dwain, didn’t spend a day in college and look 
how he turned out. Learned a skill at a trade 
school. Became a plumber. Provides for his 
family, doesn’t he? 


John Calipari meeting Kevin Massey for the 
first time in 2010. COURTESY OF MASSEY FAMILY 


Oh, Ruth and Dwain Massey were suppor- 
tive of their son as a college student, don’t get 
me wrong. They loved the idea of their boy 
going to Kentucky. They just didn’t believe it 
would last. 

“Honestly,” Ruth Massey was telling me 
Wednesday night, “the truth is, when we 
brought him down to UK, I planned to stay for 


See DOYEL, Page 10A 


“I figured the 
first week (in 
class at UK, my 
son Kevin 
would) be on 
endorphins, 
and by the 
second or third 
week he’d be 
ready to go 
home.” 

Ruth Massey 

On son Kevin Massey, who 
to is graduate Friday 


against all medical 
expectations 


Colleges 
ring alarm 
over GOP 
tax bill 


Endowments, graduate 
students to lose shelters 


Maureen Groppe 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


WASHINGTON - After running oper- 
ating deficits for the past three years, 
DePauw University faces another po- 
tential financial challenge: the GOP tax 
bill. 

Provisions included in the House- 
passed version could require the school 
to pay hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in new taxes on its endowment, and po- 
tentially millions more for financing 
capital improvement projects. 


“It just 
feels to me 
that there 


@ usa TODAY 


was a need to 
pay for a re- 
duction in 
corporate tax 
rates and 
someone got 
the idea that 
this might be 
a way to do to 
that,” said Bob Leonard, DePauw’s vice 
president of finance and administra- 
tion. “But it’s just not consistent with 
what the nation is trying to do with 
higher education to make it less expen- 
sive for students. ... Most private col- 
leges are struggling right now.” 

Congressional Republicans have not 
announced details of the final version 
they tax plan to vote on early next week. 
And members of the delegation repre- 
senting some of the schools that could 
be most affected aren’t saying whether 
they support changes included in an 
earlier version they voted for. 

But since the House passed its bill in 
November, Indiana college students 
and officials have been sounding the 
alarm about multiple provisions they 
argue will make higher education more 
expensive. 

Those include: 

X No longer allowing taxpayers to de- 
duct up to $2,500 in student loan inter- 
est 


Rubio, Lee votes 
could scuttle tax bill 


Republicans undecided, 
might desert party over 
child credit. 3B 
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Colts freeze up against Broncos 


Indianapolis loses grip on another 
halftime lead to Denver. 1C 
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Enters plea to obstruction of justice 
charge as families look on. 3A 
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